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statistical population consisted of school principals, teachers, and students. Using the
Krejcie and Morgan table and simple random sampling, 114 principals, 297 teachers, and

geelg/gvi\g%gdéducati on, 384 students were selected as the sample. Data were collected using researcher-developed
Social Education, questionnaires on educational activities, religious education, social education, and
Citizenship Education, citizenship education. Content validity of the questionnaires was confirmed using the
Educational Activities. Content Validity Ratio (CVR) and Content Validity Index (CVI), and the reliability was

verified through Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Data analysis was conducted using
descriptive and inferential statistics with SPSS and SmartPLS software.

Findings: The findings indicated that there were positive, direct, and statistically significant
relationships between educational activities and religious education (r = 0.530), social
education (r = 0.408), and citizenship education (r =0.524) at the p < 0.01 level. In addition,
the indirect effect of educational activities on social education through citizenship education
(r =0.501) was greater than the direct effect. In contrast, the indirect effect of educational
activities on religious education through citizenship education was lower than its direct
effect on religious education (r = 0.353).

Conclusion: School educational activities play a significant role in strengthening students’
religious and social education; however, citizenship education, as a mediating variable,
exerts a more prominent influence on the enhancement of social education. Therefore, a
purposeful attention to citizenship education within school educational programs is
necessary.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Background and Objective: Religious and social education of students constitutes one of the
fundamental goals of the education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as emphasized in
upstream policy and planning documents. School educational activities, as a significant
component of the informal curriculum, play a crucial role in achieving these objectives.
However, the findings of several studies indicate that the effectiveness of such activities in
institutionalizing religious and social values has not always been satisfactory.

On the other hand, previous research has mainly focused on examining the direct relationships
between educational activities and educational outcomes, paying less attention to the
explanatory role of mediating variables. In this context, citizenship education, as a
complementary and integrative dimension linking religious and social education, has been less
frequently and systematically examined empirically within the framework of school
educational activities.

Accordingly, the central issue of the present study is to explain the mechanism through which
educational activities influence students’ religious and social education and to investigate the
mediating role of citizenship education in this relationship. The main objective of the study is
to examine the mediating role of citizenship education in the relationship between educational
activities and the religious and social education of junior high school students in Shahriar
County during the 2024-2025 (1403-1404 SH) academic year.

Method: The present study was applied in terms of purpose, and descriptive—correlational in
terms of methodology, and was conducted using a structural equation modeling approach. The
statistical population consisted of principals, teachers, and junior high school students in
Shahriar County during the 2024-2025 (1403-1404 SH) academic year. Given the large
population and in order to enhance the generalizability of the findings, the research sample was
selected based on the Krejcie and Morgan table using simple random sampling. The sample
included 114 principals, 297 teachers, and 384 students.

Data were collected using four researcher-developed questionnaires on educational activities,
religious education, social education, and citizenship education, each designed according to the
characteristics of the respondent groups. The content validity of the questionnaires was
confirmed through expert judgment as well as the Content Validity Ratio (CVR) and the
Content Validity Index (CVI). The reliability of the instruments was assessed using Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient, which ranged from 0.70 to 0.96, indicating a desirable level of reliability.

Data analysis was performed using descriptive and inferential statistics, including Pearson’s
correlation coefficient and structural equation modeling, with SPSS and SmartPLS software.

Findings: The findings revealed that school educational activities had a positive and
statistically significant relationship with the religious education of junior high school students
(r =0.53, p < 0.01), indicating that improvements in the quality and quantity of educational
activities are associated with the enhancement of students’ religious beliefs, attitudes, and
behaviors.
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In addition, a positive and statistically significant relationship was observed between
educational activities and students’ social education (r = 0.408, p < 0.01), suggesting that such
activities are related to improved social interactions, cooperation, and responsibility among
students.

The results also indicated a positive and statistically significant relationship between
educational activities and students’ citizenship education (r = 0.524, p < 0.01). This finding
demonstrates that educational activities play an effective role in strengthening components such
as law-abiding behavior, social participation, and respect for the rights of others.

The results of structural equation modeling showed that educational activities had a significant
direct effect on religious education (# = 0.504) and social education (# = 0.212). Moreover,
educational activities exerted a stronger indirect effect on social education through citizenship
education (5 = 0.501) compared to the direct effect, indicating a significant mediating role of
citizenship education in this relationship.

With regard to religious education, the indirect effect of educational activities through
citizenship education (5 = 0.353) was lower than the direct effect, although the mediating role
of citizenship education remained statistically significant. Model fit indices and coefficients of
determination indicated that the research variables explained a substantial proportion of the
variance in religious education (Rz = 0.861) and social education (Rz = 0.765).

Discussion and Conclusion: The results of the present study indicate that school educational
activities play a significant role in achieving the objectives of students’ religious and social
education and can be regarded as one of the key instruments of the educational system in
fostering a balanced development of students’ individual and social dimensions. These findings
clearly address the main research question and fulfill the study’s objective of explaining the
mechanisms through which educational activities exert their influence via both direct and
indirect pathways. In particular, confirmation of the mediating role of citizenship education
suggests that educational activities are most effective when they lead to the development of
citizenship competencies such as responsibility, social participation, and respect for collective
norms.

From a theoretical perspective, the findings reinforce the position of citizenship education as a
linking construct between religious and social education, demonstrating that these three
educational dimensions are formed not in isolation but within an interactive and complementary
framework. From a practical standpoint, the results emphasize the need to reconsider the design
and implementation of school educational activities in a manner that goes beyond the
transmission of theoretical concepts and provides opportunities for students to gain practical
experience in participation, social responsibility, and ethical living. Such an approach can offer
valuable guidance for educational policymakers, school administrators, and educational
counselors in developing purposeful and effective programs.

Despite the meaningful findings, the present study faced certain limitations, including reliance
on self-report instruments and a focus on a specific geographical area, which necessitates
caution in generalizing the results. Accordingly, it is recommended that future research adopt
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mixed-method approaches and be conducted in more diverse cultural contexts to examine more
deeply the mechanisms through which educational activities influence various dimensions of
students’ education.
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