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ABSTRACT

Objective: The present study aims to analyze the content of Persian Language and
Literature textbooks used in senior high school from the perspective of the death-awareness
construct, and to examine how these concepts are reflected.

Method: This is an applied study employing a qualitative content analysis with a thematic-
analytic approach, based on Mayring’s framework. The research corpus comprises all texts,
poems, exercises, and workshop tasks found in the Persian Language and Literature
textbooks and the tenth through twelfth grade writing components, published in year 1403
SH/ 2024 (totaling 904 pages). The unit of analysis encompassed themes related to the
components of death-awareness. Conceptual validity of the thematic content was confirmed
by educational experts, and reliability was assessed using Scott’s Pi (0.80).

Findings: Data analysis yielded 415 instances related to four death-awareness categories,
distributed across various textual and literary forms. Frequency analysis indicated the
biological dimension had the highest representation, while the cultural dimension had the
lowest. Shannon entropy analysis showed the relative importance of the components as
follows: emotional= 0.260, biological= 0.252, cultural= 0.245, and metaphysical= 0.244.
The greatest component weight was attributed to grade 12 (0.346) and the smallest to grade
11 (0.314).

Conclusion: The findings suggest that although the concept of death-awareness is reflected
in Persian-language textbooks, it does not possess the depth and diversity needed to foster
a multidimensional understanding among students. Consequently, authors and curriculum
planners should, using literary forms and philosophical questions, re-create and enrich
content related to death-awareness to provide a foundation for enhancing philosophical
insight and meaning-making attitudes in students.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction and Objective

The foundational confrontation between the instinct of survival and definiteness of death
makes man face some key existential questions the informed awareness of which can reduce
the anxiety and make life meaningful. In this study, ‘death-awareness’ has been defined as
a multifaceted notion consisting of biological, affective, metaphysical, and cultural
dimensions (Poling & Hupp, 2008; Namjoo et al., 2023).

The textbooks on Persian Literature in senior high school, due to their cultural and
educational role and their simultaneity with the formation of juveniles’ identity, are a proper
context for indirect representation of existential concepts including death-awareness.
However, systematic researches in analyzing the content of these books are limited and
sparse (Folkerds & Coursol, 2023).

Thus, the present study aims at analyzing the amount and method of representing death-
awareness and its four dimensions in Farsi and Writing textbooks to answer the following
questions: “How and with how much emphasis have these dimensions been represented in

educational textbooks?”’

Method

The present study is of practical type and uses an analogical content analysis approach. The
research community consisted of all Farsi and Writing textbooks in 10" to 12" grades
published in 2024 (904 pages) investigated in a systematic manner. The analysis unit was
the themes related to death-awareness organized and encoded in four categories of biology,
affection, metaphysics, and culture. The analysis tool was the list based on former
researches and consisted of four categories and 19 subcategories, whose validity was
confirmed and refined by three experts. The encoding was conducted in stages by two
independent encoder, and the reliability was calculated to be 0.804 using the Scott’s
coefficient. The data, after being encoded, were organized on the basis of each grade and
were analyzed using the indices of frequency and Shannon Entropy.

Findings

The results of Shannon entropy showed that the importance of the four categories of death-
awareness include the affective, biological, cultural and metaphysical dimensions
respectively. In the biological dimension, the analysis of importance was that the
subcategory of ‘non-functional body’ has the highest conceptual weight and the

‘definiteness and undeniability’ has the lowest conceptual weight, while the subcategory of
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‘physical signs of death’ was removed from the Shannon’s analysis due to its zero
frequency. In the affective dimension, the highest conceptual weight belonged to the
subcategory of ‘value of life-giving death (=martyrdom)’ and the lowest weight belonged
to ‘admonition of death and removing negligence’. Similarly, the subcategory of ‘hope in
life’ was removed from Shannon’s analysis due to its zero frequency. In the metaphysical
dimension, the subcategory of ‘eternity of the soul after death’ had the highest share, and
the subcategory of ‘death agonies and transference’ had the lowest conceptual weight. In
the cultural dimension, the highest conceptual weight belonged to ‘mourning ceremonies’
and the lowest one belonged to ‘commemoration of the dead’. The analysis on the basis of
educational grades showed that in the 10" and 11" grades, the most instances belong to
biological and affective categories, while in the 12" grade, the affective category had the
highest frequency with a significant difference. The highest importance coefficient for
representing death-awareness belonged to the 12" grade.

Conclusion

The results showed that representation of death-awareness in Farsi and Writing textbooks
in senior high school is relatively balanced, but it is mostly serving the educational and
cultural goals. The affective and value dimension, especially the concept of martyrdom, is
prominent, while the metaphysical and philosophical dimensions are less considered, and
the general approach of these textbooks is conservative and collectivist. This model shows
that death-awareness in textbooks is more of an educational and identity aspect and deals
less with the philosophical and existential aspects.

Considering the limitations of the study, the results are merely related to Farsi and Writing
textbooks in senior high school, and the interpretive qualitative nature of the analysis leaves
open the possibility of different readings of the data. Thus, extending the results to other
books and educational courses is restricted. Accordingly, we suggest that the design of the
educational content of death-awareness be conducted in ascending stages from 10" to 12"
grades and integrated with other courses through interdisciplinary projects so that the
students’ understanding of death-awareness becomes deeper and broader.
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