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Objective: This study aims to redefine the concept of human dignity from the perspective of the Islamic
approach to action and to explain the objectives and principles of a dignity-oriented school based on
this approach.

Method: The research adopts a conceptual-analytical and inferential methodology. In the first step,
human dignity is analyzed and conceptualized across the domain of human life, assuming the
framework of the Islamic approach to action. In the second step, drawing on this conceptualization and
its components, and with reference to educational aims from the perspective of the Islamic approach to
action, the objectives of a dignity-oriented school are explained. Finally, through an inferential
approach and by integrating the objectives of the dignity-oriented school with the foundations of
education, a set of principles governing four constitutive domains of the school atmosphere is derived
Results: Based on teachings of the Qur’an, all human beings are equal in their human creation and
possess inherent dignity. In addition, another type of dignity can be identified, referred to as secondary
or acquired dignity, which is brought into being through human actions. Accordingly, a dignity-oriented
school pursues three major objectives: preserving students’ inherent dignity, fostering a realistic self-
understanding among students, and creating and strengthening the conditions for the development of
students’ acquired dignity. Achieving these objectives requires adherence to certain principles across
four domains that shape the school atmosphere. In the domain of teachers’ and educators’ perspectives,
unconditional and inclusive love and respect should replace conditional and selective forms; empathetic
and guiding accompaniment should take the place of controlling and fault-finding approaches; and an
existential view of the student should replace an objectifying one. In the domain of school rules and
procedures, principles such as prior, precise, and inclusive communication of rules to students, the
consideration of justice in the formulation and implementation of rules, graded forbearance (tolerant
overlooking), student participation in the formulation and enforcement of rules, and the existence of
compensatory mechanisms should be observed. Regarding teachers’ personal characteristics, attention
should be given to politeness, respect, patience, and reflection. With respect to the physical environment
of the school, principles such as cleanliness, order, and aesthetic organization, as well as managing the
proportionality of school facilities to the number and conditions of students, should be considered.
Conclusion: From the perspective of the Islamic approach to action, student agency depends on
recognizing the duality of “choice and responsibility.” The findings indicate that when school rules are
accompanied by justice, transparency, and student participation, they can guide students’ agency toward
ethical choices. Moreover, an existential rather than instrumental view of students not only preserves
their inherent dignity but also, by creating a safe space for error and correction, facilitates the
development of acquired dignity. A key implication of this study is the dialectical interaction between
structure and agency within the school context: physical structures and school regulations grounded in
principles such as order, justice, and respect shape student agency, while students’ agency can, in turn,
challenge and transform inappropriate structures.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Objective: Schools can play a significant role in shaping students’ dignity through respectful
interactions, just rules, and the provision of opportunities for moral growth (Kleindienst, 2024).
However, contemporary schools have increasingly shifted their educational logic from moral
education toward scientific and technological training and preparation for employment. In this
transition, students’ dignity has largely been neglected.

From the past to the present, various studies have addressed the concept of dignity. Nordenfelt
and Edgar (2005), for example, identify four meanings of dignity and discuss their educational
implications; however, these components—such as honor, social status, and identity—overlap
conceptually. Similarly, Ja‘fari (2020) attempts to extract the educational implications of
dignity from the verses of the Qur’an, and narrations, yet the role of the school remains largely
unexamined in this line of research.

Only limited efforts have been made globally to introduce dignity explicitly into school
contexts. One example is the Dignity in Schools campaign, which proposes principles such as
“attention to marginalized groups” and “confronting discriminatory policies and practices in
schools.” Nevertheless, important questions remain regarding the interrelationships among
these proposed components, their connection to a philosophical conception of dignity, their
relation to the school as an institution, and the overall comprehensiveness of these components.

This study seeks to redefine dignity within the context of schooling and to explain the objectives
and principles of a dignity-oriented school. Accordingly, it addresses the following questions:

What components does the concept of dignity entail when viewed through the lens of the
Islamic approach to action?

Based on this analysis, what are the objectives and principles of a dignity-oriented school?

Method: The methodological approach of this study is conceptual-analytical and inferential. In
the first step, dignity is analyzed and interpreted across the sphere of human life by assuming
the framework of the Islamic approach to action. At this stage, a concept-formation approach
is employed. This approach seeks to expand concepts by modifying and reconstructing aspects
of existing conceptual structures (Coombs & Daniels, cited in Mehr-Mohammadi et al., 2009).
Accordingly, key components of the conceptual structure of dignity are identified and
elaborated.

In the second step, drawing on this conceptualization and its components, and with reference to
educational objectives from the perspective of the Islamic approach to action, the objectives of
a dignity-oriented school are explained.

Finally, based on the educational foundations of the Islamic approach to action and the derived
objectives, the principles of a dignity-oriented school are formulated. These principles function
as normative prescriptions for educational agents and practitioners, collectively guiding the
school atmosphere toward dignity orientation. At this stage, an inferential approach (Bageri,
Sajadiyeh, & Tavasoli, 2010) is adopted, and through practical inference—assuming specific
objectives and foundations—educational principles are derived.
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Findings: Based on the teachings of the Qur’an, all human beings are equal in their human
creation and possess inherent (intrinsic) dignity. In addition, another form of dignity can be
identified, referred to as secondary or acquired dignity. This level of dignity is not present from
the outset but is brought into being through human actions. In other words, by relying on
primary inherent dignity and engaging in dignified actions, an individual’s existential rank is
gradually elevated, higher modes of being become manifest, and secondary dignity emerges in
one’s lived experience.

Accordingly, a dignity-oriented school pursues three major objectives: preserving students’
inherent dignity, fostering a realistic self-understanding among students, and creating and
strengthening the conditions for the realization of students’ acquired dignity. Achieving these
objectives requires adherence to principles across four domains that together shape the school
atmosphere. In the domain of teachers’ and educators’ perspectives, unconditional and inclusive
love and respect should replace conditional and selective forms; empathetic and guiding
accompaniment should take the place of controlling and fault-finding approaches; and an
existential view of the student should replace an objectifying one. In the domain of school rules
and procedures, principles such as prior, precise, and inclusive communication of rules to
students, justice in the formulation and implementation of rules, graded forbearance, student
participation in rule-making and enforcement, and the existence of compensatory mechanisms
should be observed. Regarding teachers’ personal characteristics, attention should be given to
politeness, respect, patience, and reflection. With respect to the physical environment of the
school, principles such as cleanliness, order, and aesthetic organization, as well as managing
the proportionality of school facilities to the number and conditions of students, are essential.

Discussion and Conclusion: Drawing on the findings of this study, it can be argued that a
dignity-oriented school, within the framework of the Islamic approach to action, is not merely
a site for knowledge transmission but a milieu for the flourishing ofthe “acting human being”—
one whose inherent dignity forms the cornerstone of moral education and whose agency serves
as the driving force of personal and social transformation and the enhancement of dignity. The
four identified key components—teachers’ perspectives, school rules, teachers’ personal
characteristics, and the physical structure of the school—operate in coordination to create an
ecosystem in which students’ dignity is manifested not as an abstract concept but as a concrete
reality in everyday interactions.

From the perspective of the Islamic approach to action, student agency depends on recognizing
the duality of “choice and responsibility.” This study demonstrates that when school rules are
grounded in justice, transparency, and student participation, they can direct students’ agency
toward ethical choices. Moreover, an existential rather than instrumental view of students not
only safeguards their inherent dignity but also, by creating a safe setting for error and correction,
facilitates the cultivation of acquired dignity.

A critical insight of this study is the dialectical interaction between structure and agency within
the school. When the physical structure and regulations of the school are based on principles
such as order, justice, and respect, they orient students’ agency; simultaneously, students’
agency has the capacity to challenge and transform inappropriate structures.
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